












PERMITS & LICENSES: GREENBELT

COMMERCIAL LICENSE
Every business in Greenbelt should have a City Commercial License, which renews on an annual 
basis. Submitting your application triggers an inspection from a City Code Enforcement Officer. Permit 
applications can be obtained online or by calling the Department of Planning & Community Development 
at (301) 345-5417. Your application fee, or annual inspection fee, is calculated using the total gross floor 
area for your address. Please Note: Businesses must be in Good Standing with the State of Maryland in 
order to apply for a City Commercial Permit. 

For more information on City Code & inspections, please consult the City of Greenbelt Commercial Code 
Brochure, talk to a Community Development staff person, or visit our website at www.greenbeltmd.gov.

LIQUOR LICENSE (IF APPLICABLE)

Any business located in the City of Greenbelt that holds 
a County liquor license must pay an annual fee to be 
licensed by the City, equal to 20% of the renewal fee 
charged by the County Board of License Commissioners. 
The fee is due on or before July 1st of each calendar year. 
A Greenbelt City liquor license will be issued when the 
fee is received. Contact the Department of Planning & 
Community Development at (301) 345-5417 for more 
information.

BUILDING & SIGN PERMITS
All construction and signage projects that require County 
permits also require a City permit. Applications are 
available at the Department of Planning and Community 
Development by calling (301) 345-5417. Accompanying 
the application shall be a copy of the approved County 
permit and one copy of approved County plans. Refer 
to the City’s General Fees page to determine your fee 
amount. 

Please note that any construction activities which impact 
the City right-of-way must be reviewed and permitted by 
the Dept. of Planning and Community Development.
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ALARM SYSTEM PERMIT & LICENSING
All non-residential burglar alarm systems and alarm businesses operating in Greenbelt must be licensed 
by the City. Fines are levied for repeat false alarms for all alarm users. You must also register your alarm 
with the city to receive an alarm permit. Permits and annual renewal fees are $100. One application 
with accompanying permit fee must be submitted for each alarmed non-residential location in the City of 
Greenbelt. Please note that Direct Dial Systems are prohibited. 

For more information, visit the City’s website or call (301) 345-5417.



TAX INFORMATION

MARYLAND SALES AND USE TAX
State sales taxes apply to purchases made in 
Maryland, while the use tax refers to the tax on 
goods purchased out of state. Maryland businesses 
should charge 6% in sales and use tax and/
or 9% on alcoholic beverages. According to the 
Comptroller, the sale of tangible personal property 
is generally taxable except as otherwise provided 
by law; the sale of services is generally not taxable 
except for certain taxable services provided by law. 
Online purchases require sales tax when the 
purchase will be used and/or shipped to a resident 
in the State of Maryland. If you have a business 
that relies on online sales, please check with 
the Comptroller’s Office to ensure you are in 
compliance. 
For other information on State Tax Requirements, 
contact the Comptroller’s Office at (410) 260-7980.

BUSINESS PERSONAL 
PROPERTY TAX
A Tax is imposed on business-owned personal 
property, and collected by the State of Maryland on 
behalf of the County and municipal governments, 
where applicable. Your assessment of personal 
property comes from the Department of 
Assessments and Taxation. Forms are available 
online. Personal property generally includes 
furniture, fixtures, office and industrial equipment, 
machinery, tools, supplies, and inventory. 
Check the SDAT rates to estimate your tax 
assessment. 
For other information on County Tax Requirements, 
contact the Office of Finance at (301) 952-5052.

TAX INCENTIVES

REVITALIZATION TAX CREDIT
Revitalization Tax Credits are designed to  
encourage redevelopment and investment in inner-
beltway communities of Prince George’s County. 
The credits are available in all census tracts inside 
the beltway where the median household income 
does not exceed the County’s median. Eligible 
improvements include construction, reconstruction, 
or extension of non-residential structures. Learn 
more about the Revitalization Tax Credit program  
on the Economic Development Corporation website 
and contact their staff to determine whether or not 
you qualify. The application is available online. For 
questions, contact the Office of Finance, Treasury 
Division, at (301) 952-4765. 
For more information about business taxes in  
Prince George’s County, visit the Office of Finance 
website. For more information about business taxes 
in Maryland, visit the website of the Comptroller.

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES TAX 
CREDIT*
Run by the Maryland Historic Trust (MHT), this tax 
credit is only applicable in designated Sustainable 
Communities, of which Greenbelt is one. The Small 
Commercial Tax Credit is applicable to businesses 
looking to make physical improvements. The 
building must be a certified historic structure, a 
contributing resource to a National Historic District, 
or have National Landmark status. 
Projects that do not exceed $500,000 in qualified 
rehabilitation expenses may earn a tax credit up to 
20%. The credit may also be used simultaneously 
with federal and local historic tax credits. 
Visit the MHT website to learn more.
*Applies to properties in Roosevelt Center only.

12

http://www.dat.state.md.us/sdatweb/personal.html
http://www.dat.state.md.us/sdatweb/personal.html
http://www.dat.state.md.us/sdatweb/taxrate.html
http://www.pgcedc.com/business-development/incentives/revitalization-tax-credit
http://www.pgcedc.com/contact-us
http://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/sites/Finance/Resources/Forms/Docsubmit to uments/Revitalization+Credit+Form.pdf
http://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/sites/finance/taxes/Pages/default.aspx
http://taxes.marylandtaxes.com/Business_Taxes/
https://mht.maryland.gov/taxcredits_small_commercial.shtml


FINANCING & BUSINESS RESOURCES

FEDERAL
Small Business Administration 
Loan programs (debt financing) and bonds geared towards small businesses

SCORE 
Free resources and information for start-ups & existing businesses; covers 
multiple topics 
 
STATE OF MARYLAND
Maryland Small Business Development Financing Authority 
Financing for small businesses that do not otherwise qualify for private lending

Maryland Department of Commerce 
Specialized financing & incentive resources for small businesses

Maryland Capital Enterprises, Inc. 
Micro loans for business owners and entrepreneurs 

Department of Housing & Community Development 
Provides gap financing; programs include: Neighborhood Businessworks, 
Microenterprise Loan, State Small Business Credit Initiative, and Maryland Capital 
Access Program

TEDCO 
Direct investments in technology and life science companies

Maryland Small Business Development Center 
Small business classes and 1-1 counseling

Maryland Women’s Business Center 
Training, access to funding, and individual assistance 
 
PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY
Economic Development Corporation 
Technical assistance, trainings, and bid opportunities

FSC First 
Certified micro lender for State and SBA programs

Prince George’s Chamber of Commerce 
Networking opportunities with other County-based businesses
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https://www.sba.gov
https://www.score.org
http://commerce.maryland.gov/fund/programs-for-businesses/msbdfa
http://commerce.maryland.gov/
http://www.marylandcapital.org/home
http://dhcd.maryland.gov/Business/Pages/SmallBusinesses.aspx
http://dhcd.maryland.gov/Business/Pages/NBW.aspx
http://dhcd.maryland.gov/Business/Pages/microenterprise.aspx
http://dhcd.maryland.gov/Business/Pages/SSBCI.aspx
http://dhcd.maryland.gov/Business/Pages/MCAP.aspx
http://dhcd.maryland.gov/Business/Pages/MCAP.aspx
http://tedco.md/about-us/who-we-are/
http://marylandsbdc.org/corridor/index_corridor.php
http://www.marylandwbc.org/
http://www.pgcedc.com/
http://fscfirst.com/
https://www.pgcoc.org/


CONTACTS

STATE OF 
MARYLAND

State Dept of Assessments & 
Taxation
301 W. Preston St   Baltimore   21201 
(401) 767-1340  |  dat.state.md.us

Comptroller of Maryland
301 W. Preston St   Baltimore   21201 
(401) 260-7980 | www.marylandtaxes.com

MD Dept. of Transportation Office of 
Minority Business Enterprise
7201 Corporate Center Dr   Hanover   21076 
(410) 865-1269  |  mbe@mdot.state.md.us 
website

MD Dept. of Labor, Licensing, 
and Regulation
500 N. Calvert St   Baltimore   21201 
(401) 230-6000  |  dllr.state.md.us

Dept. of Housing & Community 
Development, Office of 
Neighborhood Revitalization
100 Community Place   Crownsville   21032 
(401) 514-7237  |  dhcd.maryland.gov

PRINCE 
GEORGE’S 

COUNTY

M-NCPPC Planning Dept.
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Dr   
Upper Marlboro   20772 
(301) 952-3594  |  pgplanning.org

Dept. of Permitting, Inspections, and 
Enforcement (DPIE)
9400 Peppercorn Pl, 1st floor   Largo   20774 
(301) 636-2000  |  website

Economic Development Corporation
1100 Mercantile Ln, Ste #115A   
Largo   20774 
(301) 583-4650  |  www.pgcedc.com

Clerk of the Circuit Court
14701 Governor Oden Bowie Dr   
Upper Marlboro   20772 
(301) 952-3331  |  website

Board of License Commissioners
5012 Rhode Island Ave   Hyattsville   20781 
(301) 699-2770  |  website

Health Dept.
9201 Basil Court   Largo   20774 
(301) 883-7690  |  website

CITY OF 
GREENBELT

Dept. of Planning & 
Community Development
15 Cresent Rd, Ste 200   
Greenbelt   20770 
(301) 345-5417  |  website

UTILITIES
Pepco
8300 Old Marlboro Pike   
Forestville   20772 
(202) 833-7500  |  www.pepco.com

Washington Gas
1100 H St NW   Washington DC   20080 
(703) 750-1000  |  www.washgas.com

WSSC
14501 Sweitzer Ln  Laurel   20707 
(301) 206-4003  |  www.wsscwater.com
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