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[bookmark: _GoBack]	REGULAR MEETING OF THE GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL held September 11, 2006. 
Mayor Davis called the meeting to order at 8:04 p.m. 
ROLL CALL was answered by Councilmembers Konrad E. Herling, Leta M. Mach, Edward V. J. Putens, Rodney M. Roberts, and Mayor Judith F. Davis
ALSO PRESENT were Jeffrey Williams, City Treasurer and Acting City Manager; Robert A. Manzi, City Solicitor; and Kathleen Gallagher, City Clerk.

SEPTEMBER 11 ANNIVERSARY: After reading a statement on the significance of the fifth anniversary of the September 11, 2001, attacks, Mayor Davis asked everyone to stand and observe a moment of silence in honor of the victims and their families and in memory of Greenbelt residents Ruth N. Frederick and Vita A. Pergola; and former resident Carl Stephen Davis, Sr. Following the presentation of arms by the Greenbelt Police Department Color Guard, Mayor Davis then led the pledge of allegiance to the flag.
Capt. Tom Kemp brought greetings from Chief Craze, who was out of town. After offering condolences to all those who lost friends and family on September 11, he described some of the experiences of the officers who were first responders at the Pentagon. MPO Barry Byers also described the profound effect that serving on that day had on him and MPOs Walter and Kaiser, who were with him. After thanking the police officers for their presentation and thoughts, Councilmembers offered comments of their own. They also expressed appreciation to the members of the Greenbelt Volunteer Fire Department & Rescue Squad, who also assisted at the Pentagon. Mayor Davis announced there had been a Healing Hands event at Roosevelt Center today, in commemoration of the tragedy, sponsored by GILA and Pleasant Touch.
CONSENT AGENDA: It was moved by Mr. Putens and seconded by Mr. Herling that the consent agenda be approved as presented. The motion passed 5-0.
Council thereby took the following actions:
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
- Regular Meeting, August 14, 2006
- Work Session, August 16, 2006
- Interview, August 21, 2006
- Work Session, August 21, 2006
- Work Session, August 28, 2006
- Work Session, August 30, 2006
Approved as presented.
ADOPTION OF BOARD OF APPEALS RESOLUTION ON VARIANCE APPLICATION #06-002-V: The City Council adopted this Board of Appeals Resolution.
RESIGNATION FROM ADVISORY GROUP: Council accepted with regret the resignation of Tim Wedig from the Advisory Committee on Education.
APPOINTMENT TO ADVISORY GROUP: Council appointed Jay Shah to the Park & Recreation Advisory Board.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: It was moved by Mr. Herling and seconded by Mr. Putens that the agenda be approved as presented. The motion passed 5-0.
PRESENTATIONS - End-of-School-Year Report: MPOs Marty Parker and John Rogers presented a slide presentation on the School Resource Officer (SRO) report for the 2005-2006 school year. They reviewed statistics and talked about the wide range of programs now being presented in the schools. The National Association of School Resource Officers held a meeting in Greenbelt for new SROs, and MPOs Parker and Rogers have also been assisting the new SROs in Prince George’s County. They noted they had also met with the principal of Turning Point Academy, the new charter school located at the Trinity Assembly of God on Good Luck Road. 
Ms. Mach said a candidate for the school board had stated that students were leaving Greenbelt Middle School during the day and returning later. MPO Parker said he did not believe this was occurring. Mr. Putens complimented the officers on their work, noting that there is a vast difference between having officers patrol school hallways and the kind of involvement evidenced in Greenbelt’s programs. The Mayor thanked them and Capt. Kemp for coming. 
PUBLIC HEARING – FY 2007 CAPITAL PROJECTS BUDGET: The Mayor read the agenda comments and announced that the public hearing was open. There being no one who wished to speak, Mayor Davis declared the public hearing to be closed.
PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: Keith Chernikoff, 210 Lastner Lane, presented a request from him and his wife, Coleen Chernikoff, asking that recreation classes not be scheduled on major Jewish holidays. In a second request, he spoke of having had the opportunity to hear the principal of the school that undertook the “Paperclips” project, documented in the film by that name, speak. He suggested that the Advisory Committee on Education consider proposing use of the film and the approach of the project for diversity awareness programs. Mayor Davis suggested the Community Relations Advisory Board as the appropriate referral group to consider the matter for community rather than school use.
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Executive Session, August 30, 2006: Mr. Roberts moved that the minutes of the executive session of the City Council held Wednesday, August 30, 2006, be approved as presented. He further requested that the minutes of this meeting reflect that Council met in executive session at 9:45 p.m. in the Senior Classroom of the Community Center. Council held this closed meeting in accordance with Sections10-508 (a) (3) and (7) of the State Government Article of the Annotated Code of Public General Laws of Maryland to discuss acquisition of land for public purposes and the lease for the Adult Day Care Center. Mr. Putens seconded the motion.
ROLL CALL: Mr. Herling - yes
Ms. Mach - yes
Mr. Putens - yes
Mr. Roberts - yes
Mayor Davis - yes
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: Mr. Putens said he thought the county’s beautification awards were to be made at a dinner around September 27 but that he did not recall seeing information on the program or nomination forms this year. He requested staff to look into it. Mr. Herling announced that volunteers are needed for a Lake Park clean-up from 10 a.m. until noon on September 30, and the Utopia Film Festival will be October 27-29. Ms. Mach said she attended Labor Day events, the new post office grand opening, and the Greenbelt Baseball Little League banquet. Mr. Putens commented on what a great experience it had been for Council to ride the circular bike in the Labor Day parade. Mayor Davis commented on: the dedication of a new poultry facility at BARC; the Women’s Equality Day luncheon, at which she was Congressman Hoyer’s guest; the grand opening of the new post office; appreciation to the Labor Day Festival Committee, the City’s Public Works, Police, and Recreation Departments, and the Fire Department and Rescue Squad for Labor Day weekend activities; the MML Board retreat; and the Little League banquet. She said that although it had elicited some complaints about the length of the Labor Day Festival parade, it was also a great compliment to the citizens of Greenbelt that virtually all the candidates running in the upcoming primary had chosen to participate. She also noted activity related to the University of Maryland connector road and an upcoming hearing on the exception application for the pawnshop on Greenbelt Road.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Forest Preserve Task Force - Final Task Force Report and Documents: Mayor Davis read the agenda comments. Forest Preserve Task Force Chair Keith Chernikoff was present to present the products of the task force's efforts to the City Council. He said the task force had completed its three tasks: to develop maintenance guidelines and to make recommendations on the existing legislation and potential additions to the Forest Preserve. At Council’s request, they reconvened following the last work session and reviewed a number of items. He thanked Celia Craze for her work as staff liaison to the task force and credited her with “getting them through to the end,” especially in shaping the maintenance guidelines. It was moved by Mr. Roberts and seconded by Mr. Herling that Council accept the final report and its attachments and add a work session with the task force to the list of meetings to be scheduled. The motion carried 5-0. Ms. Mach asked to be provided with a copy of the Buddy Attick Park Master Plan, which was referenced frequently throughout the task force documents
Recycling & Environment Advisory Committee (REAC), E-mail, 9/5/2006 (Cool Cities Initiative; Trash Hot Spot): Mayor Davis read the agenda comments. She said she was glad to have the information on what REAC would do regarding the designated hot spot, but she asked what the City planned to do as well, since that should also be conveyed to the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (COG). Regarding the Cool Cities Initiative, she said staff needed to look at the materials since some of the suggested activities are outside the City’s authority to undertake. Ms. Mach noted that Greenbelt already does many of the suggested things and that the initiative meshes nicely with the COG Air Quality Committee’s interests. It was moved by Mr. Herling and seconded by Mr. Putens that Council approve REAC’s designation of a “Trash Hot Spot” and forward the information to COG to be made part of the Potomac Watershed Trash Treaty action plan. The motion carried 5-0. Council further directed staff to evaluate the Cool Cities initiative and make recommendations regarding City participation.

LEGISLATION
An Ordinance to Make a Supplemental Appropriation in the General Fund for Fiscal Year 2007 by Increasing the Transfer to the Capital Projects Fund in the Amount of One Hundred Fifty-One Thousand Dollars ($151,000)
The Mayor read the agenda comments. Mr. Roberts introduced the ordinance for second reading and moved its adoption. Mr. Putens seconded the motion.
ROLL CALL: Mr. Herling - yes
Ms. Mach - yes
Mr. Putens - yes
Mr. Roberts - yes
Mayor Davis - yes
The ordinance was declared adopted (Ordinance No. 1275, Book 12).
An Ordinance to Amend the Capital Projects Budget for Fiscal Year 2007
The Mayor read the agenda comments. Mr. Putens introduced the ordinance for second reading and moved its adoption. Mr. Herling seconded the motion.
ROLL CALL: Mr. Herling - yes
Ms. Mach - yes
Mr. Putens - yes
Mr. Roberts - yes
Mayor Davis - yes
The ordinance was declared adopted (Ordinance No. 1276, Book 12).
Mayor Davis said she would be relaying to the City Manager that, at last week’s Greenbelt East Advisory Committee meeting, a resident reported a new water drainage issue that appeared similar to the one that had existed in Boxwood. 
A Resolution of the City of Greenbelt Adopted Pursuant to the Authority of Article XI-E of the Constitution of Maryland and Section 13 of Article 23A of the Annotated Code of Maryland, (1957 Edition as Amended), Title, “Corporation-Municipal,” Subtitle “Home Rule” to Amend the Charter of the City of Greenbelt Found, in Whole or in Part, in the Compilation of Municipal Charters of Maryland (1983 Edition as Amended), as Prepared by the Department of Legislative Reference Pursuant to Chapter 77 of the Acts of the General Assembly of Maryland of 1983, by Amending Section 8, Titled “Same—Quorum, procedure” to Clarify the Number of Affirmative Council Votes Required to Take Various Actions (Charter Amendment 2006-1)
- 1st Reading
Mayor Davis read the agenda comments. Ms. Mach introduced the resolution for first reading. Mayor Davis asked if anyone had any questions for staff about the resolution. Ms. Mach said it was presented as Council had discussed. Mr. Herling asked about the definition of “administrative.” Mr. Manzi replied that it was appropriate to relegate that level of specificity to Council’s Standing Rules rather than the City Charter. He added that if Council adopts the resolution, it will indicate that Council agrees there are circumstances that can be called “administrative” and that Council would then proceed to say in the Standing Rules what it considers to be in that category.
PETITION REQUESTING CITY RESPONSE REGARDING NASA EMPLOYEE: The Mayor read the agenda comments. Bill Orleans said the Peace and Justice Coalition had reviewed the draft letter and thought it would be fine to send it to the City’s federal delegation in addition to, but not in lieu of, a letter to NASA. After some discussion, Mr. Putens moved that Council approve the sending of the draft letter to the City’s federal delegation expressing the City’s concern about these issues and urging that steps be taken to prevent any future similar incidences of censorship. Mr. Herling seconded the motion. Mr. Roberts suggested sending a copy of the letter to the administrator of NASA. Everyone agreed that was acceptable. Mr. Herling said he agreed that addressing the letter to the federal delegation would have the most impact. The motion passed 5-0.
AWARD OF PURCHASE – TRACTOR: Mayor Davis read the agenda comments. Mr. Putens made a motion that Council approve the purchase of a John Deere 3320 tractor from Atlantic Tractor of Davidsonville, Maryland, at a cost of $14,624. Ms. Mach seconded the motion. Mr. Orleans questioned whether the tractor to be purchased met appropriate vehicle environmental standards and asked if it was too late to reconsider the purchase of the new trash truck he had objected to at the July meeting. He was told that action was final. The motion carried 5-0.
MEETINGS: Council reviewed the meeting schedule. Mayor Davis noted the conflict between the Four Cities meeting scheduled for October and the regular ATHA meeting. She asked to add the annual meeting with the GATE board to the list of meetings to be scheduled.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ms. Mach and seconded by Mr. Putens. The motion carried 5-0. The Mayor adjourned the regular meeting of September 11, 2006, at 10:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Gallagher
City Clerk
"I hereby the certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct report of the regular meeting of the City Council of Greenbelt, Maryland, held September 11, 2006.
Judith F. Davis
Mayor 
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