[image: ]City of Greenbelt, Maryland
GREENBELT CITYLINK

[bookmark: _GoBack]	WORK SESSION OF THE GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL held Wednesday, September 18, 2006, for the purpose of meeting with the chairpersons of City Council advisory groups. 
Mayor Davis called the meeting to order at 8:03 p.m. It was held in the City Council Room of the Municipal Building.
PRESENT WERE: Councilmembers Konrad Herling, Leta Mach, Edward Putens, Rodney Roberts, and Mayor Judith Davis.
STAFF PRESENT WERE: Michael McLaughlin, City Manager; and Kathleen Gallagher, City Clerk.
ALSO PRESENT WERE: Alla Lake (for Raymond Peterson), Advisory Committee on Education; Charles Jackman, Advisory Committee on Trees; George Branyan, Advisory Planning Board; Steven Skolnik, Board of Appeals; Judith Ott, Board of Elections; Joe Griffith, Employee Relations Board; Lola Skolnik, Park & Recreation Advisory Board; Silke Pope, Public Safety Advisory Committee; Henry Haslinger, Senior Citizens Advisory Committee; and Leslie Primack, Youth Advisory Committee. There was no representation for the Arts Advisory Board, the Community Relations Advisory Board, or the Recycling & Environment Advisory Committee.

Following introductions, Mayor Davis first expressed Council’s appreciation to the advisory groups for their work and for their advice to Council over the year. She added that the boards and committees cover a great deal of ground that Council could not cover alone and that it would be difficult for Council to function without them. She asked if everyone would give a sense of what each group had recently been working on. PRAB: Ms. Skolnik said the Forest Preserve Force had sent all its recommendations and documents to PRAB for review; in addition, there were ongoing projects such as the skateboard park and the restrooms for Buddy Attick Park. BoA: Mr. Skolnik explained that the BoA is reactive and meets as needed to hear appeals of the zoning code when filed and also to consider contested code violations. SCAC: Mr. Haslinger said the annual Senior Citizens Open Forum had just been held and was very well-attended, with transportation being a big issue. He added that the “Not for Seniors Only” series is another of SCAC’s ongoing projects. APB: Mr. Branyan said the APB is largely concerned with development plan review but would like to work on a pedestrian and bike master plan when time allows. YAC: Ms. Primack said that the committee had rather lost its focus over the last year or two and had had no recent referrals from Council. She said for several years YAC had attempted to hold Youth Speak Outs but that they were not well-attended by resident young people, and not all of those who came were willing to speak out. Mr. Putens asked if it would be worth considering having a youth slot on other boards and committees rather than having a separate youth committee. The various youth members could meet with one another on an ad hoc basis. A number of people thought this was worth exploring further, and Ms. Primack said she would bring the idea back to YAC. ERB: Mr. Griffith said the ERB is another board that meets on an “as needed” basis, in this case to conduct hearings of employee appeals and grievances. At the moment, it has four out of five new members and is focusing on doing some orientation. ACE: Among other things, Ms. Lake said they had recently held a forum for the School Board candidates for District 1 and would be holding another on September 26 for all the candidates who will run in the General Election. ACT: Mr. Jackman said ACT conducts the City’s Arbor Day events, does a Prestigious Tree Tour, and currently has a proposed policy on invasive species out to other advisory groups for review. The Mayor commented that there is a Katrina Tree Recovery Program being run by the National Arbor Day Foundation and that ACT might want to look at it to see if the City should participate. PSAC: Ms. Pope said this year the committee had fostered the development of a CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) for Greenbelt. It has a report forthcoming on a recent open forum on public safety issues and has been involved with discussions of towing regulations for the City and the county. She introduced Bill Holland, a committee member who is coordinating the CERT. Mr. Holland provided detail on their activities and encouraged interested citizens to take part in future training. BoE: Ms. Ott said this is an “off” year for the board, but they felt the City election went well in 2005. She noted that extended absentee voting had been introduced at the last election.
Mr. Jackman asked if staff could look into the status of the review requested from other advisory groups of ACT’s invasive species policy. Ms. Gallagher said she would do so.
Mr. Branyan asked what the appropriate strategy was for handling public comment at board meetings when the board has limited time for completing a report or recommendation. He was told that while public comment should be allowed, it can certainly be limited by the chair in terms of its length or the part of a meeting where it is accepted. The priority is for the board to be able to complete its work.
Mr. Herling noted that the advisory groups are more pro-active in their activities and suggestions to Council than had been the case years ago and that he thought this was a good thing.
The Mayor thanked everyone for coming. 
Other Business
Change in Metrobus Schedules: Mr. Herling raised a question regarding a revision of schedules by WMATA and how that might impact discussions with COG regarding coordination of City transportation. Mr. McLaughlin said that the routes are an issue, too, not merely the time schedules, but that this was something WMATA did periodically with public notice and meetings.
Livable Communities Landscaping: Mr. Putens complimented the extensive landscaping being done on Kenilworth Avenue by the county as part of the Livable Communities Program, but he said he was concerned about whether the county would truly take responsibility for getting the plantings established and then maintaining them. Council asked that a letter be sent to the County Executive saying “thanks” but asking if the City needed to assume any role.
Inspirations from Gaithersburg: Mayor Davis said she had attended Gaithersburg’s annual Olde Towne Festival and wanted Greenbelt to consider a couple of that city’s good ideas. One is that they hold a naturalization ceremony as part of the event, which she thought might be appropriate for Greenbelt Day Weekend. Another is that they give an Outstanding Organization award in addition to an Outstanding Citizen award. She noted that they also give Distinguished Friends awards, apparently to elected officials or others who are not Gaithersburg residents.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Gallagher
City Clerk
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