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[bookmark: _GoBack]	REGULAR MEETING OF THE GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL held September 25, 2006. 
Mayor Davis called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. 
ROLL CALL was answered by Councilmembers Konrad E. Herling, Leta M. Mach, Edward V. J. Putens, Rodney M. Roberts, and Mayor Judith F. Davis
ALSO PRESENT were David Moran, Assistant City Manager; John F. Shay, Jr., City Solicitor; and Kathleen Gallagher, City Clerk.

Mayor Davis asked that everyone observe a moment of silence in honor of residents Mary Brlansky and Angela M. Schreiber; and former resident John C. Francisco. She then led the pledge of allegiance to the flag.
CONSENT AGENDA: Mayor Davis asked to remove the minutes of the meetings of September 11 and September 13, 2006, from the consent agenda. It was moved by Mr. Putens and seconded by Mr. Herling that the consent agenda be approved as amended. The motion passed 5-0.
Council thereby took the following actions:
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
- Interview, September 18, 2006
Approved as presented.
PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE, 9/19/2006 REPORT (PUBLIC FORUM): Council received this report from the committee on their May 2 public form and agreed to discuss it on the agenda of the next regular meeting.
CONTRACT FOR STREET CONSTRUCTION WORK: Council approved contracting with NZI Construction of Beltsville for the FY 2007 street resurfacing and concrete work, not to exceed $240,000.
RESIGNATIONS FROM ADVISORY GROUPS: Council agreed to accept with regret the resignations of the following people from their advisory groups: Veronica Hemlich from the Public Safety Advisory Committee; and Cara Curtis and Maia McWilliams from the Youth Advisory Committee.

APPOINTMENTS TO ADVISORY GROUPS: Council appointed Joel Mason-Gaines to the Youth Advisory Committee. Council also transferred Lou Vázquez from the Arts Advisory Board to the Public Safety Advisory Committee. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Council approved the agenda on a vote of 5-0.

PRESENTATIONS
Presentation of Grants – County Councilmember Douglas J. J. Peters
The Mayor first thanked outgoing County Councilmember Douglas Peters for all his work on behalf of the City. She commented that, among other things, he had supported the City on many issues with the developers for Greenbelt Station and on its long-standing request for a traffic light at Lakecrest Drive and Greenbelt Road, as well as securing funding for the City’s skateboard park, School Resource Officer positions, the Greenbelt Volunteer Fire Department & Rescue Squad, the Greenbelt Museum, CARES, Advisory Committee on Education programs, the Recreation Department, the Greenbelt Arts Center, and the Greenbelt Community Foundation. In recognition of the good working partnership the City had shared with Mr. Peters, the City Council presented him with a replica of the Mother & Child statue. 
Mr. Peters made a formal presentation of a $25,000 grant to the Greenbelt Community Foundation and was thanked by board chair Sylvia Lewis and board members Bill Duncan, Rev. Dan Hamlin, Barbara Simon, and Alan Turnbull. Councilmember Mach was also recognized as a member of the Foundation board. Outgoing board member Julia Eichhorst arrived a little later and thanked Mr. Peters for his work with the City and Greenbelt Homes, Inc. Mr. Peters expressed his appreciation to the City, saying that he had found that the best way to empower a municipality was to insist that the developers or other entities talk with the City before coming to the county. He said “class” was the word he would use to describe both Greenbelt and its City Council.
Mr. Herling thanked Mr. Peters for his grant to the Greenbelt Arts Center and reminded everyone that there would be a reception in his honor at the Arts Center on Friday at 6:30 p.m. Mr. Roberts said it had been a pleasure working with Mr. Peters, adding that the funding is nice but having a representative whose word can be relied upon is priceless. Mr. Putens expressed thanks particularly for Mr. Peters’ assistance with the process of working with developers, and Ms. Mach expressed special appreciation for his ongoing support of the programs of the Advisory Committee on Education.
NLC – Race Equality and Inclusive Communities Week – Proclamation
Mayor Davis read a proclamation designating the week of September 25 as Race Equality and Inclusive Communities Week, which is a National League of Cities’ initiative to showcase what cities across the country are doing to promote racial and ethnic equality and to make their communities more inclusive year-round. A sign announcing the program was also installed in front of the Municipal Building. Kevin Hammett, chair of the Community Relations Advisory Board, and board members Janet Jacobs Parker and Dan Hamlin received the proclamation on behalf of the City. The Mayor thanked them for the board’s work and recognized in particular Ms. Parker’s long service. 
PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: None.
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS: For the minutes of the regular meeting of September 11, 2006, Mayor Davis asked to add that, in addition to the Police Department, Council had also recognized the contributions of the Greenbelt Volunteer Fire Department & Rescue Squad as first responders on September 11, 2001. Mr. Putens moved approval of the minutes with that correction; Ms. Mach seconded, and the motion carried 5-0. For the work session of September 13, 2006, the Mayor asked that it be clarified that she was referring to land and funding for new schools when she said that Beltway Plaza, Springhill Lake, and Greenbelt Station needed to provide land and the School Board needed to provide funding. Mr. Putens moved approval of these minutes with that correction. Mr. Herling seconded, and the motion passed 5-0.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
Mr. Moran reported on the International City/County Managers Association meeting, which he and Mr. McLaughlin attended.
Mr. Herling spoke at the Eleanor Roosevelt High School National Honor Society induction ceremony. He also mentioned the upcoming REAC-sponsored Lake Clean-up and a meeting that was held by the Friends of Roosevelt Center.
Ms. Mach thanked the residents for the Green Ridge House picnic and reported on the hearing for the special exception application from the pawn shop wishing to locate in College Park on Greenbelt Road.
Mayor Davis added that the special exception application was denied on a 4-1 vote, with other steps to follow in the process. She announced there would be a Depression Screening Day and a meeting for a Caregivers Support Group from 2:00-3:30 p.m. on October 24. She asked to refer to the Community Relations Advisory Board the issue of whether the City should consider doing a swearing-in ceremony for new citizens as part of its Greenbelt Day Weekend. She said Gaithersburg holds a ceremony and also gives an annual outstanding organization award, an idea that she asked to refer to staff. She reported on attending the opening of a Lockheed Martin office in Greenbelt. She asked to refer to staff whether a new Laurel ordinance regulating storage pods would be useful in Greenbelt. She asked citizens to rip down proliferating signs for scams such as mortgage loans and real estate training. She reported on the Green Ridge House picnic and announced that the waiting list for Green Ridge House would open on October 2.
LEGISLATION
A Resolution of the City of Greenbelt Adopted Pursuant to the Authority of Article XI-E of the Constitution of Maryland and Section 13 of Article 23A of the Annotated Code of Maryland, (1957 Edition as Amended), Title, “Corporation-Municipal,” Subtitle “Home Rule” to Amend the Charter of the City of Greenbelt Found, in Whole or in Part, in the Compilation of Municipal Charters of Maryland (1983 Edition as Amended), as Prepared by the Department of Legislative Reference Pursuant to Chapter 77 of the Acts of the General Assembly of Maryland of 1983, by Amending Section 8, Titled “Same—Quorum, procedure” to Clarify the Number of Affirmative Council Votes Required to Take Various Actions (Charter Amendment 2006-1)

Mayor Davis read the agenda comments and also cited language from the City’s insurer, LGIT, emphasizing the need for clear language in a City Charter. She said the goal of the proposed legislation was primarily to clarify language. Ms. Mach introduced the resolution for second reading and moved its adoption. Mr. Putens seconded the motion. 
Mr. Roberts said he thought the proposed changes would make the language less clear. For example, he said he was not sure what was meant by Council “action” in the statement regarding Council’s having “previously acted or expressed a clear intention.” Mayor Davis and Mr. Putens both said they thought it was clear that for Council to “act” meant a formal recorded vote. Mr. Shay concurred and pointed out that, regardless, this language was part of the agenda comments, not proposed Charter language. Mr. Roberts said he did not think the City should revise the Charter because of something that might happen but was unlikely to occur. Ms. Mach responded that confusion had already occurred regarding the vote taken on the plan for Greenbelt Crossing. Mr. Roberts said it had been perfectly clear to him that the vote did not carry the motion. Ms. Mach said two Councilmembers had been under the impression that the motion had carried and that this alone demonstrated that the matter had not been clear. Mr. Roberts pointed out that under the proposed Charter language, that vote would still not have carried the Greenbelt Crossing motion. Mayor Davis said that was true and that the purpose was to clarify what could and could not be done on a 2-1 vote. 
Thomas White, 8 Woodland Way, said he was expressing only his personal opinion but that he agreed with Mr. Roberts that the existing Charter language is clear in saying that two Councilmembers alone cannot take any action. He said he could not think of any possible reason why it would be necessary for two Councilmembers to act and that he was concerned that this change would set up a situation that could be dangerous to the City. He said Council could always call a special meeting if action needed to be taken on an item prior to the next scheduled regular meeting. 
Mr. Shay said there was no right or wrong to the issue and that Council simply needed to decide whether the existing language was clear or not. He said he thought the proposed language was clear if Council decided that it was important to be able to move forward on routine matters. Mr. Roberts said he objected to the idea that matters considered to be administrative could be approved on a 2-1 vote. He said administrative matters are important and that he thought it would be bad precedent to allow fewer than three affirmative votes. Mr. Herling said that after listening to former Councilmember White’s and Mayor Pro Tem Roberts’ statements, and considering how rarely this situation arose, he would vote against adoption. Ms. Mach said that making the change would emphasize the importance of administrative matters by allowing them to move forward as long as a quorum was present. Mr. Roberts continued to maintain that the change was unnecessary. He said if administrative matters are important, then two Councilmembers should not be able to decide them. Mr. Herling said his concern was that the speed of the decision was being placed before the decision itself. Mr. Putens suggested that the matter be tabled until the next meeting in order to provide more time for thought. He then made that motion, which was seconded by Mr. Herling and passed 4-1 (Roberts). Mr. Roberts added that he would prefer to be able to vote the resolution down tonight.
PETITION REGARDING ADDITIONAL POOL TIME FOR GREENBELT SWIM TEAM: Mayor Davis read the agenda comments. It was moved by Ms. Mach and seconded by Mr. Herling that no additional lane time be provided to the Greenbelt Swim Team at this point unless the team wishes to reimburse the City’s operating costs for extending the time outside of normal hours. Mr. Roberts suggested that the matter be deferred since Clement Lau, who presented the petition, had never responded to the City Manager’s letter notifying him of the proposed staff recommendation. George Rogala, Supervisor of the Aquatic & Fitness Center, said it was his belief that the petition was assembled on an ad hoc basis and did not represent an initiative of the board of the Swim Team. He added that in 15 years the Recreation Department had not denied any of the team’s requests. When the vote was taken, the motion carried 4-1 (Roberts). 

AWARD OF BID – LEAF VACUUM: The Mayor read the agenda comments. After brief speculation on the age of the oldest leaf vacuums, Mr. Putens made a motion that Council approve purchase of the ODB Model #LCT600 vacuum leaf collector and leaf container from Mid-Atlantic Waste Systems of Clinton, Maryland, for a total price of $20,212. Mr. Herling seconded the motion, which carried 5-0. 
MEETINGS: Council reviewed the meeting schedule.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ms. Mach and seconded by Mr. Roberts. The motion carried 5-0. The Mayor adjourned the regular meeting of September 25, 2006, at 9:32 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Gallagher
City Clerk
"I hereby the certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct report of the regular meeting of the City Council of Greenbelt, Maryland, held September 25, 2006.
Judith F. Davis
Mayor 

image1.jpeg
& THE cITY OF

GREENBELT




