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FOREST PRESERVE ADVISORY BOARD   Report No. 2011-01  
REPORT TO COUNCIL 
 
SUBJECT: Forest Preserve signage 
DATE:  May 24, 2011 
 
BACKGROUND: The Management and Maintenance Guidelines for the 
Forest Preserve adopted in 2008 include a section about signage. 

 
The guidelines recommend that signage, similar to the signage used for other 
city parks and facilities be used to identify forest preserve parcels, areas or 
tracks.  The following specific language is taken from the adopted guidelines:   

 
“It is recommended that modest signs consistent with the 

standard redwood signs used at other City facilities and public areas 
be placed on Northway at Ridge Road near the entrance to the 
Northway complex.  The other location recommended as appropriate 
for signage would be entrances to Area D of the South Preserve, 
should designated trails be planned and approved for this area.” 

 
The guidelines also suggest that the sign “communicate information regarding 
the Forest Preserve”.  As the Board has discussed signage needs, design, what 
information needs to be conveyed, and how such information should be 
conveyed, the Board determined that a regulatory sign was also needed.  The 
guidelines recognize that regulatory type information needed to be conveyed 
about the forest preserve.  The decision is whether that information can be 
included on an entrance/identification sign, or whether a separate, regulatory 
sign is required. 
 
DISCUSSION: After initial discussions about using the standard city sign as 
the base design for all forest preserve signage, and considering different ways 
that additional information could be added to that sign (rules, emergency phone 
contact, forest preserve vision), the Board decided that the entrance/identification 
sign should be limited to that specific content.  Accordingly, the Board 
determined that a separate, regulatory sign would also be needed. 
 
The Board consulted with Public Works staff Lesley Riddle and Joe Doss to 
obtain parameters in designing the redwood entrance sign.  After several 
meetings with Ms. Riddle, the Board determined that the content on the sign 
would need to be limited due to the size of the letters Public Works staff can use 
in routing letters.  After many meetings during which the text of the sign was 
discussed, it was determined that the signs should indicate “Greenbelt Forest 
Preserve” as the major text, with the specific preserve name listed as minor text.   
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The Board believed it was important to brand the signs as something unique and 
special to the facility being identified in the sign.  There were designs of 
attachments to the sign in the form of routed or scribed tree outlines, but upon 
further discussion with Ms. Riddle, the Board decided that the time and cost 
associated with creating such an embellishment to the sign was not warranted.   
In lieu, the Board proposes that a small leaf, perhaps reflecting a characteristic 
tree in each preserve area, be painted onto the lower left-hand corner of each 
entrance/identification sign using a re-usable stencil.  This will not only brand the 
forest preserve signs, but it will also add something unique to each of the 
entrance signs. 
 
Regarding additional information which should be provided at every forest 
preserve a separate regulatory sign is proposed.  It is the Board’s belief that the 
tone of the sign will somewhat reflect the vision and purpose of the forest 
preserve.  Hence, the language is less declarative in tone.  The items contained 
on the proposed sign are those items the Board believes are the most important 
restrictions to bring to the public’s attention.  This proposed sign does not include 
all restrictions contained in the code or in the guidelines, but it reflects controls 
which the Board believes might normally be questioned.  The proposed 
regulatory sign also contains symbols to convey the content for non-English 
speaking forest preserve users. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: The Forest Preserve Advisory Board recommends 
that two sign types be approved and placed at the forest preserve areas.  The 
first of these sign types is the entrance/Identification sign.  This sign will be 
similar in design as are the traditional redwood colored, wood routed entrance 
and identification signs used at most city facilities and parks. 
 
The second sign type would be the regulatory sign.  This sign would be similar 
in content and design to park regulatory signage found in other city parks, except 
it would be worded and designed to reflect the spirit of the forest preserve. 
 
Specific details of these signs are as follows: 
 
Entrance Signs:   
 

1) One sign would be located at each designated preserve (North 
Woods Tract, Belle Point Tract, Hamilton Woods Tract and 
Boxwood Tract).  Specific locations at each area are yet to be 
determined. 
 

2) Sign composition 
 

i. The length and height will be determined by Public Works 
staff based on the content of each individual sign. 
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ii. The sign is envisioned to be constructed using two 12” wide 
boards with 6” lettering and one 8” wide board using 4” 
lettering.  The words “Greenbelt Forest” would be on the top 
12” board and “Preserve” would be on the second 12” board.  
The individual tract names would be on the 8” board, and 
mounted as the bottom or third board.  Note that a 4” space 
would be left between the “Preserve” board and the tract 
name board.  Wording would be routed into the sign and 
painted white. 

iii. The signs will be made of same wood and redwood stained 
as are other Greenbelt park signs. 

iv. A distinguishing feature for these signs would be a small leaf 
painted in the lower left corner of the second board.  It is the 
Board’s feeling that each preserve area would have a 
different leaf shown.  The leaf would be painted only, in 
white.  Leaf designs will be stencils and determined by 
Lesley Riddle as she sees appropriate for the area.  

v. The Greenbelt city logo will be located on the lower right 
corner of the second board.  The logo is the standard city 
sign, metallic and nailed or screwed into wooden sign.   
 

2)  Regulatory sign: 
 

1) One sign would be located at each designated preserve, and be 
placed near the entrance sign.  It is possible that these signs could 
be placed at prominent entrances to the preserve, but selection of 
sign locations must be carefully considered to avoid sign 
proliferation. 
 

2) Sign composition 
 

i. The sign will be a standard, reflective, metal sign as are 
similar regulatory signs. 

ii. Based on mock-ups developed with the assistance of Lesley 
Riddle, it is assumed the sign will be18” wide by 24” tall. 

iii. Text and colors are as shown on sample.  Note- graphic 
pictures used to eliminate any language barrier. 
 
 

The Forest Preserve Advisory Board has been working on this proposal over 
many meetings.  Many design options have been considered, and the design, 
durability, cost and ease of fabrication have been reviewed at length with 
Assistant Public Works Director Lesley Riddle.  The Board believes these signs 
allow the city to identify in a similar yet unique fashion the forest preserve 
parcels.  The regulatory signage is intended to convey an atmosphere of respect 
in use, versus onerous rules of conduct. 
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Samples of these signs are attached to this report. 
 
The Board recommends that the City Council approve the sign plan prepared by 
the Forest Preserve Advisory Board, and direct that these signs be fabricated 
and placed as described. 

 
 
 
 
     RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
 
 
 
     Virginia Mudrock 
     Chair 
 
 
 
The report was approved by a vote of 5-4. 


