
City of Greenbelt
Arts Advisory Board Meeting
December 1, 2015

Present:
Board Members: Tatiana Ausema (Chair), Anna Socrates, John Drago, Charlette Wilson, Mark 
Granfors-Hunt

Members absent with prior notice:  Oliver Gaycken
Members absent without prior notice: none

Staff Liaison:  Nicole DeWald
Council Liaison: Judith Davis (absent)
Guest: Molly Lester

The meeting started at 7:04 pm

I. Mark Granfors-Hunt agreed to take minutes for this evenings meeting.
II. A quorum was verified: five out of six current AAB board members were present.
III. Mayor Pro-Tem Judith Davis was officially recognized as our new Council Liaison 

and welcomed to the AAB in her absence.
IV. Update on Art Sale Space by John Drago:

AAB Member John Drago elaborated on the concept he introduced at the previous 
AAB meeting held in November regarding the use of Greenbelt City property for use as 
an Art Sale Space. Following these minutes is a handout from Ms. DeWald outlining 
some issues for Mr. Drago’s consideration in developing his concept. What follows in 
these minutes is a summary of a conversation held by those present at this meeting 
regarding the merits of the proposal and some suggestions for its implementation.

At the previous AAB meeting it was suggested by Mr. Drago that he could assemble 
a team to handle the details of his proposal. As of the date of this meeting, he used the 
time to think about and further refine and organize his thoughts rather than ask for help.  
With the Thanksgiving and Christmas season upon us, Mr. Drago thought the timing was 
not right to be asking for help on an upcoming summer project.

“Greenbelt Open Air Fine Arts Exhibit and Sale” is a working title, with the purpose 
of the event to advance greenbelt as an arts destination by opening up the mall for the 
display of art. The art would be displayed around the perimeter of the mall while the 
viewing public would then be in the middle of the mall.  The war memorial would be 
cordoned off to protect it from inadvertent damage.

The event would be scheduled to take place once a month on Saturdays, perhaps, or 
could be linked to the Sunday Farmers Market which already draws a potential audience 
to Greenbelt Center. There could be two showing seasons set up. The first running from 
April through July with the second running from July through October. The event would 
be fee free to the participating artists. However, they must first apply for, receive and 
display at their set up site a permit which also specifies the rules for participation. This 
permit should be colorful and at least 8.5” x 11” so that it is easily observable.



(A brief conversation ensued regarding names of individuals and organizations Mr. 
Drago may like to contact for possible project support)

What the AAB would like to see next is that Mr. Drago has people who are 
committed to his project as he is.  Perhaps a core of five or so individuals would ensure 
that the project get off the ground and perhaps be formed as a leadership team or an 
organizing committee. In spite of being in the middle of the Winter Holiday Season, it 
was noted that “It is never a bad time for a good idea,” and that the AAB is supportive of 
Mr. Drago’s idea.  This is, however, not an AAB project but Mr. Drago’s project and he 
needs to make sure that it is presented as such to Greenbelt City Council. The AAB has 
no authority to approve or disapprove of the project. What the AAB can do is to offer its 
support and suggestions.

V. Other announcements and arts related news included the upcoming “Festival of 
Lights” the first weekend in December and the “Craft Fair” coming up in the 
multipurpose room of the Greenbelt Community Center. The next regularly scheduled
meeting of the AAB will be Tuesday, January 5th at 7:00 pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 pm.

Approved by acclamation, 5/2/17



Outdoor artist market proposal

Some considerations regarding the choice of space:

1. Foot traffic/visibility
2. Handicap and stroller accessibility (hardscape)
3. Ease of load-in for artists (hardscape for carts)
4. Shade (existing or via tents)
5. Pedestrian safety
6. Parking availability (cars, bikes)
7. Access to restrooms

Some tasks which may be involved:

1. Determining the location, layout, scope and desired frequency of the artist market events; 
considering the potential impact of new art sales on existing art and craft fairs in Greenbelt.

2. Preparing guidelines for interested artists
3. Recruiting artists to participate and ensuring that their work is appropriate for public display; 

might also want to select vendors to minimize duplication and ensure quality
4. Obtaining liability waivers from participating artists
5. Securing permits from the City Manager’s office
6. Communicating with merchants and others whose normal operations may be affected
7. Arranging for temporary parking restrictions if applicable
8. Ensuring the availability of adequate trash and recycling receptacles
9. Advertising the events
10. Coordinating with the organizers of other activities for enhance foot traffic
11. Providing on site assistance: guiding artists to their spaces; ensuring that artists’ wares are as 

described; preventing and mediating any disputes among vendors or with regular merchants;
providing first aid if needed; providing booth sitters so that artists can take breaks; ensuring 
timely load-out and clean-up

12. Determining the need for weather cancellations; getting the word out to artist and the public
13. Ensuring that vendor information is submitted to the state comptroller for sales tax collection
14. Collecting fees from artists if applicable for the services described above

A few organizations which might be approached about their possible interest in sponsoring 
artist markets:

1. Club 125
2. Greenbelt Farmers Market
3. FONDCA


